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Lo RDS PROTEST. 


Die Martis 18 Nov. 1740. 


HE Lord Chancellor reported his Ma- 
jieſty's Speech, and the ſame being after- 
wards read by the Clerk, 

IT was moved to reſolve, That an hum- 
ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 

R returning him the Thanks of this Houſe for 
his moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne. 

To eongratulate his „ on his ſafe Return to his 
Regal Dominions; To aſſure his Majeſty, that we will 
ſtand by him with out Lives and Fortunes, in the Pro- 
ſecution of the jult and neceſſary War in which he is 


—_— 

AND as a further Proof of our Duty and Affection 
to his Majeſty's Sacred Perſon, Royal Family and Go- 
vernment, to aſſure him, that we will exert ourſelves 
in our high Capacity of Hereditary Great Council of the 
Crown (to which all other Councils are ſubordinate 
and accountable) in ſuch a manner as may beſt tend to 
the promoting the true Intereſt of his Majeſty, and our 
Country, in this critical JunRure, | 


A2 THEN 
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THEN it was likewiſe moved to order, That an 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to return 
him the Thanks of this Houſe, for his moſt gracious 


| Speech from the Throne. © 
TO acknowledge his Majeſty's great Wiſdom and 


' his Adherence to the true Intereſt of his Kingdoms in 


reſolving to carry on this juſt and neceſſary Wer in the 
moſt proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effec- 
tual manner, and in not ſuffering himſelf to be diverted 
or deterr'd from thoſe Meaſures. | 

TO give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, That if 
any Power ſhould attempt to preſcribe or limit the Ope- 
rations of War againſt his declared Enemies, ſuch an 
extraordinary Proceeding would not fail to create a jult 
indignation in us, and determine us to concur in all 
proper Meaſures for vindicating and defending his Dig- 
nity and Honour againſt any Inſults, and fruſtrating any 
Deſigns formed againſt us. 

I O aſſure his Majeſty, That this Houſe will zealouſly 

ſtand by and ſupport him in adhering tothe Engagements 
he is under for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of 
Europe, on the Event of the late Emperor's Death, as 
well as in the Proſecution of the preſent War. 

TO expreſs our unſhaken and unalterable Fidelity 
and Affection to his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, 
and our ardent Wiſhes, that all his Enterprizes for main- 

taining the Honour of his Crown, and the Rights of his 
People, may be bleſſed with Succeſs. 


And a Queſtion being ſtated on each Propoſition, 
After Debate 


The previous Queſtion was put, Whether the Queſ- 
tion fir ſt ſtated ſhall be now put, 


It was Reſoly'd in the Negative. 


—_ + 


Diſſentient 


3 
Macclesfield. 


1. Becanſe we conceive, that a Motion of this Nature 
ought not to have been laid afide by the previous Queſ- 
tion ; but we apprehend it would have been more con- 
ſiſtent with the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe to 
have paſſed it in the Affirmative, fince it contained the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of our Duty to his Majeſty, and of 
our Zeal to ſupport him with our Lives and Fortunes 
in the Proſecution of this juſt and neceſlary War; more- 
over, it had been univerſally allowed in the Debate, that 
the ancient Uſage of this Houſe was to return imme- 
diately a general Addreſs of Thanks _— the Speech 
from the Throne, and to appoint a future Day for 
taking the ſaid Speech into Confideration: By which 
wiſe Method of proceeding, this Houſe had an Oppor- 
tunity of forming their Rae and offering their 
Advice to the Crown, upon the ſeveral Matters con- 
tained in the Speech after due Enquiry and mature Deli- 
beration. 

2. Becauſe, tho* the Speech from the Throne is in 
Parliament juſtly confider'd as the AQ of his Miniſters, 
yet a Motion preconcerted, if not drawn by themſelves, 
echoing back the Particulars of the Speech, is, as we 
conceive, a mudern Expedient to procure a precipitate 
Approbation of Meaſures which might not be approv- 
ed upon better Conſideration. It was indeed alledged 
in the Debate, in ſupport of this Practice, that it was 
introduced during the late War, in the Adminiſtration 
of the late Earl of Godolphin; but we ſhould alſo conſider 
the Reaſon of it (we heartily wiſh we had now the 
ſame) that the Zeal of the Houſe was then every Year 
animated by the glorious Succeſſes of the Queen's Arms 
under the Command of the Duke of Marlborough, and 
tho' it is always admitted that theſe haſty Addreſſes do 
not preclude the Hon{2 from future Enquiries or Cen- 
ſures ; yet ſhou'd Ceninres, in Conſequence of ſuch En- 
quiries, become neceſſary, they would produce an In- 

| conliſtency between the firſt Addreſs and the ſubſequent 
Keſolutjions, and argue a Levity highly unbacoming 
the Wiſdom and Diguity of this Houſe. | | 


{ 3. Becauſe 
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3. Becauſe one Part of this Motion, the Congratu- 
lation upon his Majeſty's ſafe Return to his Regal Do- 
minions could be liable to no ObjeQion, but ſeemed at 
this Time peculiarly reaſonable, ſince it was evident to 
the whole Kingdom, the Sailing of the Fleet, which had 
been delay'd fo long, was the immediate Effect of his 


happy Return. 

4. Becauſe we conceive, that our aſſuring his Majeſty 
that we would exert ourſelves in our high Capacity of 
Hereditary Great Council of the Crown, would have 
given Encouragement to his Allies, Cunfidence to his 
Armies, and Satisfaction to his Subje&s, eſpecially in 
this critical QConjunQure, wherein the Advice of this 
Houſe is more than ever neceſlary, fince by the lnaction 
of this laſt Year in all Parts (except wherein Admiral 
Vernon commanded) notwithſtanding the vaſt Fleets 
and Armies maintained at ſo immenſe a Charge, this 
juſt and neceſſary War ſeems hitherto to have been car- 
ried on by the ſame Spirit and Advice which ſo long 
delay'd the entering into it; and we conceive that the 
ſtricteſt Enquiries iato ſuch Conduct are the moſt pro- 
bable Means of redreſſing out Grievances at Home, 


and bringing the War Abroad to a ſpeedy and happy 


Concluſion. 

; Buccleugh, Talbot, Carliſle, 
Stanhope, Willoughby de Br. Denbigh, 
Hallifax, Greenwich, Bathurſt, 
Cheſterfield, Carteret, Craven, 
Bridgwater, Shaftsbury, Thanet, 
Winchelſea & Not. Clifton, Gower, 
Beaufort, Haver ſham, Aylesford. 
Litchfield, 


Then it was propoſed to inſert in the ſecond tated 
Queſtion, immediately before the laſt Paragraph, the 
Words of the firſt Queſtion, except thoſe in the Paren- 
theſis, | 

Which being objeQed to, 


The Queſtion was put, Whether thoſe Words ſhall be 
inſerted. 1 


It 
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It was reſolved in the Negative. 


Contents 5 
Not Cont. 2 


Diſſentient” 


Becauſe when theſe Words made Part of the Queſtion 
firſt moved, they were allowed by every Lord, who 
ſpoke to the Debate, to be proper and unexceptionable, 
and the — Parentheſis only (to which all other 
Councils are Subordinate and Accountable) was' ob- 
jected to, as liable to a MiſconſtruQion in another 
Houſe; we cannot therefore but be ſurprized, that 
when this Queſtion, freed from that Shadow of an 
ObjeQion, (as we conceive) was offered as an Amend- 
ment to the Motion for an Addreſs, it ſhould have been 
rejeQed; and the more ſo, ſince the Negative paſſed 
upon it may be conſtrued to imply, What we are per- 
ſwaded no Lord in this Houſe can intend, (whatever 
others may wiſh) a Reſolution not to enquire, adviſe, 
or cenſure, even tho' juſt Suſpicions, imprudent Coun- 
cils, or criminal Meaſures ſhould require it. 


| Dridgwater, Gower, Halifax, 
e. SC. Sc. as before. 


(8) 


Conſiderations upon the Embargo on Pro- 
vi ſion of Viftual. 


ds is to be conſider'd, whether the Intereſt 
ot Contractors for Proviſion for the Publick, 


tber the ſame Intereſt be not now a grand, 
though ſecret Motive of its Continuance“ . Thefe Con- 
tractors being very ſenſible; that the Demand abroad, for 
Iriſh and Exgliſb Beef, muſt greatly enhance the Price, and 
that there was no way for them to keep it down, but by 
endeavouring to confine theſe Commodities to their own 
Market, had Addreſs to effect their End in part, by ob- 
taining the Embargo in Ireland, which they have good 
Reaſon to labour to have continued there, and farther 
extended. For thus they will become abſolute Maſters 
over a great Part of the Land-holders in Englund, as 
they have been for ſome Time over abbye half the 
Land-holders of Freland, who ate obliged to ſell at the 
Price they pleaſe to give, The exported Produce of 
that Country, in the Cattle Trade, being near 600,000 /. 


was not the Motive which firſt ſtarted the No- 
tion of the Embargo epon Victual, and whe- 


— 


per annum, excluſive of any Commodity derived from | 


Sheep, and the whole Value of the Export of that King- 
dom, not exceeding 1,050,0001. which are FaQs ex- 
tremely certain, and taken from the Books of the Cuſ- 
toms there, upon a Parliamentary InſpeQion. : 

> t 


— — 


*The Houſe may have a very curious and ſurpriſing Knowledge 


of this Tranſaction, by ordering the proper Officers to lay be- 


fore them the Contracts made in the Year 1739 and 1740 by 
the Victualling- Office, together with the Papers and Applications 
which relate to this Affair, as far as it concerns the 7ri/þ Provi- 


ſions, delivered or made to the ſaid Commiſſioners for Victual - 


ling, the Lords of the Admiralty, and ſome other Offices. 
Which, if fairly obtained, will enable the Houſe to judge, 
whether a Care and Tenderneſs to two Contractors have not 
painly been the ſole and true Cauſe (whatever popular Pretences 
are thrown out) of all the ſevere . Meaſures, with reſpect to 
Trade, already ruinouſly executed upon Ireland, and now pro- 


jected for the whole Nation. 
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It is to be conſider'd, whether any great Men were 
induced to favour this Scheme from any private Advan- 
tages which they were to receive from the Contractors, 
in conſideration of it; aud it ought to be underſtocd, 
that this is the faireſt Opportunity for the greateſt Money 
Jobb, that may ever offer again to any Man in Power. 

It ought ta be farther conſidet'd, when the Bill offered 
to Parliament for regulating this Affair ſhall be examin'd, 
whether the Hopes of extraordinary and partial Powers 
to be granted to the Crown by it, might not he a prin» 
cipal Reaſqn for inſinuating the Neceffiiy of this Meas 
ſure, eſpecially at this Conjuncture, when a new Par- 
liament is to be ſhortly called, 

It ſhould be obſerved, what Induſtry was uſed from 
Time to Time in the publick Papers, to prepare the Minds 
of the People in favour of an Embargo, particularly 
with reſpeQ to the Iriſg Beef: And whether this does 
not ſeem to have proceeded rather from the Spirit of pri- 
vate Intereſt, than a Zeal for the publick Good ; eſpecial- 
ly as the latter End was ill anſwer'd, by alarming our 
enemies with the Apprehenſion of an approaching Pro- 
hibition, and could tend only to haſten them in making 
their Proviſion, before they were prevented. 
It is to be conſider'd, what can he the Reaſons or 
Views of a certain Gentleman, in prefling to do that by 
Act of Parliament, which by the known --Canſtitution 
of the Kingdom may be done, and has been done by an 
allow'd' Preragative. 

It is to be conſider'd, why Ireland is to be mentian'd 
by the Bill, Gnce the Prerogative has already had in that 
Country a full Effe without a Bill; and whether the 
doing this by an Exgliſ Law, being neceſſary, will nat 
create Diſcontents there, which had better be avoided, 
eſpecially at this. ConjunQure. | | 

It is to be confider'd, why Ireland, which has the ſame 
Magua Charta and Common Law with England, ſhould 
be ſubj ected to an Embargo by Prerogative, if that Em- 
bargo was illegal; and if it was not illegal} why England 
was not ſubje& to it at the ſame Time 

[tis to be conſider'd, why that Em upon Ireland 
was laid upon the whole Trade, to the immenſe Da- 
mage of that Country, Cy the Wr 
. ' B 3 0 
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of it in ſome Inſtances : And whether the doing it in 


that Way, did not evidently tend to create ſervile Appli- 


cations, great Loſs of Time and Opportunities, great 
Dependence upon Men in Power, and poſſibly great 


Corruption. And whether it is not an Abſurdity to 


ſuppoſe the Prerogative ſufficient to exerciſe a generai 


Embargo upon the whole Trade, and inſufficient to do 


it upon a few Branches only, 

It is to be conſider'd, that the Embargo in Ireland was 
laid at a ConjunQure above all others fatal; the Rents 
of that Country being chiefly made during the Slaughter 
Seaſon, which is in the Months of October, November, 
and December. 

It is to be conſider'd, why the Embargo was laid after 
the French and Spaniſh Fleets were ſail'd; and if neceſ- 


ſary at all, why not before. | 


It is to be conſider'd, whether it can be ſuppos'd that 
the provident Adminiſtration of France and Spain would 
have hazarded the Succeſs of ſo great a Deſign, and the 
Loſs of ſo great an Armament, to an Event which they 
knew to be ſo much in our Power, as the Embargo upon 
Iriſh Beef, Whether therefore it could be reaſonably 
ſuppos'd, that this Meaſure, which has been talk'd up as 
ſo Important, could have taken any (ſtrong Effect. 

It is to be conſider'd, whether any Man can with any 
Appearance of Reaſon ſuggeſt, that this Embargo could 
have had any better Effe& than to occaſion ſome Diſtreſs 
among the French and Spaniſh Forces, to oblige the m'to 
be contented with a more ſpare and leſs agreeable Diet, 
or to be at ſome greater Expence to procure Proviſion ; 
and whether any Man can be ſo ſanguine to believe, that 
we ſhall render them anſit for Action and Service by this 
Means. | 

It is to be conſider'd, whether, f they are ſtill fit for 


Action and Service, the Degree of Diſtreſs we ſhall create 


to them will be of any Advantage to juſtify ſo extraor- 
dinary a Meaſure; and whether, when it is rightly un- 


derſtood by the Publick, they can think it ſufficient to 
balance the extravagant Loſs it will occaſion to Ireland 


and to our own Colonies. | 
It is to be conſider'd, what this Loſs will be, whether 
it will not occaſion a total Stagnation of Trade in - 
. x 
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of our Colonies: Whether Provifions exported trom 


Ireland are not annually worth 600,000 J. and whether 
it be poſſible that any Remedy can be apply'd to the 
Diſtreſs of that Nation, occaſioned by this Embargo, 


when half the Beef they export is of ſo bad a kind, 


that no People can conſume it but the French; and con- 
ſequently that if England were ever ſo willing to relieve 
Ireland, ſhe cannot buy that Product. | 

It is to be conſider'd, how unequally this Blow muft 
fall, and that this Loſs will lie in a Manner wholly 
upon one fourth Part of Ireland, above three fourths 
of the exported Beef, c. ariſing from the Province of 
Munſter only. | 

it is to be conſider'd, what a deplorable Ruin muſt at- 
tend the fourth Part of any Country, by a certain an- 
nual Loſs of at leaſt 300,000/. where the Rents of that 
whole Country amount but to 1,700,000 . 

It is to be conſider'd, whoſe Loſs this in the End 
will be; and whether it will not be the Loſs of Exgland: 
Since it is demonſtrable that England gets all the Ba- 
lance of the Trade of Ireland, as appears from hence, 
that the current Species of Ireland is certainly not aug- 
mented for twenty Years paſt, tho* the Balance of Trade 
is known to be more than 400,000). per Aun. in her Favour. 

It is to be conſidet'd, whether the Growth of Wool, 
and the woollen Manufactures of Ireland, if they are ſo 
prejudicial to the woollen Trade of England, as ſome 
would popularly faggeſt, will not be enlarged to the 
Prejudice of England, by driving the Iriſp out of a Trade, 
which now employs ſo great a Portion of their Land. 

It is to be confider'd, what was the Practice of this 
Nation in all our former Wars, and upon what Mo- 
tives it was, that in the Reign of Charles Il. in 1667, 
when England was at War with Holland, France, and 
Denmark, at a Period when the Prejudices againſt Ire- 
land firſt had Riſe, and were moſt violent; it was re- 
ſolved by the Council of — that the ri ſhould 
export their Beef and Proviſions to the Enemy, in Pur - 
ſuance of which Reſolution a Proclamation from the 
Lord Lieutenant of that Kingdom was then iſſued to 
that Purpoſe, , 

t 
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It is to be conſidered likewiſe, upon what Motives, 
in the Wars of King William and Queen Azze with 
France, the ſame Indulgence was ſhewn to Ireland, and 


their Exportation privately encouraged by the Govern- 
ment of England, notwithſtanding any general Em- 


bargoes laid by Ad of Parliament. 

It is to be conſider'd, whether the Dutch, the wiſeſt 
Nation in the World with Reſpe& to Commerce, ever 
thought it adviſable to refuſe to ſupply their Enemies 


With any Commodity whatſoever. 


It is to be conſider'd, now the Scarcity of Graſs and 
Hay is ſo exceſſive, what can be done with our Cattle 
if they are not exported ; and whether it be better that 
they ſhould periſh at home, than be ſold to our Enemies. 

It is to be conſider'd, whether Money he not the 
War; and whether to deny ourſeif the Pro, 
fit of a very advantagequs Trade, be a natural Way to 
prove ſucceſsful againſt our Enemies. 

It is to be conſider'd, whether one of the Calamities 
of War is not the Interruption of our Commerce. 

Whether to render this greater than it muſt neceſſari- 
ly be, can deſerve the Encomiums which à certain Per- 
ſon and his Adherents beſtow upon this Meaſure. 

Whether one of the moſt valuable Circumſtances of 
Admiral Vernon's glorious Demoliſbing of Porto- Bello 
has not been thought, by all Knowing Men, to be the 
opening of that Coalt to onr Merchants, and the Means 
thereby given to ſupply the Spaniſþ America with Com- 
madities of this Country. | 


Whether there is any Maxim ſo ſolid, and fo incapable 


of being contraverted with Reſpe& to Trade, as that it 


' ought never to be reſtrajned. 


Whether the eternal Conſequence of Reſttiction in 
Commerce has not been the Diverſion of it into a new 
Channel. | 

| Wheher the Reſtraint upon the Exportation of Iron, 
laid by Sweden ſome Years ago, has been recovered by 
Sweden, and whether Spain was not an immenſe Gainer 


by it 
"Whether the Reſtraint upon the Ir: Trade in Cattle, 
impoſed by England, did not throw the Beef Trade into 
Ireland, and give it to that very Country, which was im- 
prudently deſigned to be excluded from it. 
| Whether 
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Whether the Prohibition of the Iriſb to carry on the 
woollen Manufacture, did not throw the woollen Trade 
as well out of their Hands as ours, and eſtabliſh the ſame 
in all Parts of Europe. | 

Whether any Folly be more exploded, if fatal and 
general Experience can explode a Folly, than the Suppo- 
fition, that any Nation can exclude the reſt of the World 
from any Branch of Commerce. 

Whether it can be ſuppoſed that Providence has been ſo 
ſevere upon any Country, as to put it in the Power of 
another to ſtarve her Inhabitants, = 

It is to be conſidered, whether it is poſſible to conceive, 
that any Nation abounding in Wealth, can fail to be ſup» 
plied with Neceflaries: for Money. OY, 

It is to be conſidered, whether Denmark, Jatland, Hol- 

ſtein, and other Places in the Balzick, which now export 
great Quantities of live Cattle, may not ſalt their Beef, 
and ſupply France and Spain with it; and whether they 
will not keep that Trade when they have once experi- 
enc'd' the Advantage of it. 

It is to be conſidered, whether Hungary, Flanders, and 
8 itſelf, may not, upon Encouragement, ſupply a 

art. > 

It is to be conſidered, whether the Foreſts of France 
and Germany may not ſupply great Quantities of Pork ; 
and whether that Proviſion will not anſwer the End of 
Beef. | | 

[t is to be conſidered, whether Holland may not ſup- 
ply vaſt Quantities, particularly of Pork, from Germany, 
by means of the navigable Rivers which flow from thence 
thro* that Country. | 
lt is to be conſidered what Effe& the Lucre of this 
Branch of Trade may have upon the Councils of thoſe 
Nations which may gain it from us: And whether France 


may net acquire a dangerous Influence over ſome of 


our beſt Allies by that Event. | 

It is to be conſidered, nay it is to be known, That 
there is a Method of ſalting and curing Cattle in the very 
hotteſt Latitudes, and under the Line itſelf, tho” the Se- 
cret is as yet in few Hands; and whether Neceſſity and 
Money will not open that Secret to France and Spain. 


It 


( 14 ) 
It is to be conſidered, whether in all ſuch Caſes, man 
Places for Supply and Means of it may not be found, 


- which no preſent Foreſight can ſuggeſt. 


Whether a very hard Seaſon, and a Dearth of Grain 
abtoad, is not by all thinking Men apprehended as a fatal 
Incident to England, tho? ſhe is not herſelf a preſent Suf- 
ferer by it, and may be an immediate Gainer by the Ex- 

ortation of greater Quantities of Corn; ſince the Alarm 
it gives to foreign Nations, tends to put them upon Mea» 
ſures for enlarging their 1 illage, and finding Means to 
ſupply themſelves at Home with Grain, which France has 
lately done, by founding a Company, and giving great 
Advantages and Premiums, for raiſing Rice in that 
Country. | 

Whether therefore it may be thought adviſeable to urge 
this Diſtreſs in any Kind; and whether it is not adding 
an Incentive to their Endeavours in this Way. 


Whether from this juſt Conſideration, all Embargoes, 


or other Difficulties upon Exportation, are not in the 
Nature of the Thing injurious and abſurd. | 

Whether it is beneath a Man of Senſe, upon better 
Conſideration, to reje& Opinions, however warmly he 
may have eſpouſed them, before the State of the Queſtion 
had been throughly canvaſled. 


Whether therefore there may not be great Hope, that 


the AQ relating to the Embargo will never paſs. 

And if it ſhould paſs, 1. That it may relate to Corn 
only, a Reftraint upon which ſeems to be juſtified for 
the preſent by no other Reaſon but the great Want of it 
at Home, which our late ill Seaſons threaten. 

2. That it ſhould not extend either to Ireland, or the 
Plantations, who will be infallibly diſtreſs'd beyond Ex- 
ample, and almoſt to utter Ruin by it, 

3. That if it mult paſs, it ſhould be general as to every 


diſtin& Species, to avoid Partiality, and Increaſe of Mi- 


niſterial Power. 

4. That it ſhould be in the Power of the Crown to 
relieve it in any one Branch of Exportation, provided the 
Relief or the Reſtraint be general as to the particular 


Branch; becauſe it may be —_— prevent the Ex- 


portation of Corn, and at the ſame 


f ime fatal to hinder 
that of other Proviſions, 


* F. That 
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5. That Care be taken to allow the Export of Corn 
to Ireland, either from the Plantations or Exgiand; with- 
out which Ireland, who does not grow Corn enough for 
her Home Conſumption, and is now in great Diſtreſs 
from the Loſs of Potatoes by the Froſt, may greatly ſut- 
fer by Famine, eſpecially if this Winter ſhould be attended 
with much ſevere Weather. 

Upon the Whole, it is to be hoped that Men in Power, 
if they ſhould be convinced by theſe Conſiderations, that 
they have not deſerved the Applauſe which has been 
raſhly given to this Meaſure, and that it is really deſtruc- 
tive and dangerous, will be generous enough to reſign 
their Pretenſions to this Glory, rather than ſacrifice the 
Trade and Intereſt of theſe Dominions, by maintaining 
their firſt Opinion. 


wW I : 

It is actually now known, that the French have con- 
tracted already for an annual Supply of 6000 Tons, 
or 60000 Barrels of Beef from Jutland, at the Rate 
of 200 wr. per Barrel, which is within 20000 Barrels 
of the greateſt Quantity ever taken by them from Ire- 
land in Times of Peace. So that in all Probability 
an irrecoverable Blow is already given to that Branch 
of Trade; and they have actually contracted with 
Holland for a farther Quantity. 

Certain Advices are received, that the French Fleets 
are aQually in America; which may ſerve ſufficiently 
to evince, that ſome Perſons have boaſted too much 
of their Sagacity in impoſing the Embargo: The 
great, and indeed only plauſible Pretence for it, being 
to prevent their Navigation thither at this critical 
Conjuncture, which it was confidently affirmed. ir 
would effeQ. | | 

This was foretold at a Time when the Prejudices in 
favour of the Embargo were too ſtrong to admit 
Credit to that Suggeſtion. It is to be wiſhed, that the 
facther Prophecy contained in this Paper may not 
likewiſe be moſt fatally accompliſhed. 


C Die 


Die Lime 89 Dec. 1740. 


OVED to Order, That Copies of the ſeveral 


M Inſtructions given to Rear Admiral Haddock, 
from the time of his Sailing from England in 


the Year 1738, to the 24th of June laſt, be laid before 
this Houſe. 


The ſame was objected to. 


And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, 


After Debate, and Reading ſome Inſtances ont of 
the Journals, of procuring Inſtructions and Papers to 
be laid before che Houſe, as well by their Lordſhips 
Orders, as Addreſſes to the Crown, 


The Queſtion was put upon the ſaid Motion, 


Contents 41. { And it was Reſolved in the 
Not Contents 58. Negative, 


Diſſentient® 
1. Becauſe we conceive, that there never were In- 
ſtructions more neceſſary to be examin'd than thoſe cen- 
tain'd in this Queſtion, in order to enable us to Diſ- 
charge our Duty, both as Counſellors to His Majeſty, 
and Guardians of the Nation. 5 
The known and aſtoniſhing Inaction, for the Space 


of above two Years, of a great and powerful Fleet, 


fitted out and maintain'd at an immenſe Expence to the 
Nation, fixes a heavy Charge either upon the Comman— 
der of that Squadron, or upon thoſe who gaye him his 
Inſtructions. But when we compare the experienced 
Courage and Abilities of Rear- Admiral Haddock, upon 


all former Occaſions, with the inglorious Inſttrudtions 


given by this Adminiftration to the ſeveral Admirals 


employed 
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employed for theſe laſt Twenty Years, We cannot, as 
at preſent inform'd, but impute this unaccountable Inac- 
tion to the Weakneſs or Puſillanimity of thoſe, whoſe 
Inſtructions we are perſwaded he with concern obey'd. 
And we are confirm'd in this Opinion, by his being (till 
continued in that Command, which a Diſobedience to 
his Inſttuctions would have forfeited. 

2. Becauſe We think it neceſlary that the Houſe 
ſhould be fully informed, by what fatal Miſtake, Ne- 
gligence or Detign, the Spaniſb Squadron at Cadiz, fo 
long block'd up in that Port, while they were neither 
ready, nor the Seaſon of the Year fit for em to go out, 
ſhould have been, by the ſudden withdrawing of Our 
Fleet into the Mediterranean, permitted to Sail without 
Moleſtation, as ſeon as they were fit, and the Seaſon 
favourable. And we cannot, as at preſent inform'd, 
impute that unhappy Meaſure to any Miſtake in Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, ſince Orders of that great Importance 


ought to be conceived in the cleareſt, plaineſt, and 


leaſt ambiguous Terms, which had he miſtaken, he 
would not have been, as he now is, entruſted with the 
Command of ſo great a Fleet, and with the Interpre- 
tation of Inſtructions of (till greater Conſequence. Nor 
can we conceive, that the Communication of Orders 
relating only to Sailing, and the Change of Station, 
can ſufficiently clear up a Point of that great Impor- 
tance, 

3. Becauſe we think that the State ObjeQion, that 
the Communication of theſe Inſtructions may diſcover 
to Our Enemies intended Deſigns and Attempts, can 
have no'Weight upon that Occaſion, when the Reaſon 
for calling for thoſe Inſtructions, is becauſe no one 
Attempt of any kind whatſover has been made upon our 
Enemies in the Courſe of above two Years; and it is 
not credible, that if during that time any one Deſign 


had been intended, no one Attempt ſhould have been 


made in Conſequence of it. We therefore juſtly may, 
and only can conceive, theſe InſtruQions, which we 
were. not allowed to apply for, to be of the ſame inac- 
tive Nature of thoſe which we have formerly ſeen 
flowing from the ſame languid Source, to the equal 


Diſhonour of His Majeſty's Councils aud Arms. 


C2 4. Becauſe 


fn I WJ 


4. Becauſe we conceive, that the Denial of theſe 
neceſſary Lights, puts a full Stop to any farther effec- 
tual Enquiry into the Conduct of the War; an Enquiry 
ſo becoming this Houſe ; and ſo unanimouſly called for 
by the Voice of the whole Nation, that the outward 


Appearances have at once raiſed the Curioſity, the Aſ- - 


toniſhment, and the Concern of a Brave and a Loyal 
People, willing to ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes 
for the Honour and Advantage of His Majefty and this 
Kingdom, in the Proſecution of this juſt and neceſſary 
War: And we congeive that they ought, by the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, upon the fulleſt Informations, to have been 
ſatisfied as to the paſt, and ſecured as to the future. And 
we think that all Minute Enquiries into the little Abu- 
ſes of inferior Officers, over whom it is the Duty of the 
Adminiſtration to watch, would be only. amuſing and de- 
ceiving Mankind with the Name of an Enquiry, and de- 
ſcending from our Dignity of Counſellors of the Crown, 
and Checks of the Adminiſtration, to the low Rank of 
Inquiſitors into the Conduct of petty and unproteQed 
Otfenders. We therefore think that we have diſcharged 
our Duty to His Majeſty and the Publick, in having 
moved for thoſe Papers, which we conſider'd as the 
Foundations abſolutely neceſſary for a proper and effec- 
tual Enquiry. We here enter Our Diſſent upon the De- 


nial of thoſe Papers; the World muſt then judge of the 


Conduct of the War upon the Appearance of Facts and 
Circumſtances; with this conſiderable additional Cir- 
cumſtance, That Lights were denied. $0 


Litchfield, Bathurſt, „ 
Bridgwater, Middletan, Northampton, 
Shaftsbury, Thanet, Cheſterfield, 
Carliſle, Suffolk, Ber kſpire, 
Falmouth, Aylesford, Gower, 
Abingdon, Oxford, Briſtol, 
Haverſbam, Hereford, Weſtmoreland, 
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Die Martis, 99 Dec. 1740. 


the State of the Army into Conſideration, 


of ] THE Order of the Day being read, for taking 
It was propoſed to Reſolve, That Augment- 


ing the Army by raiſing Regiments, as it is the moſt gnne» 
ceſſary and moſt expenſive Method of Augmentation, is 
alſo the moſt dangerous to the Liberties of Britain. 


Which being objeQed to, and long Debate therenpon, 
The previous Queſtion was put ? | 
Whether the ſaid Queſtion ſhall be now put ? 


Contents 42. L It was Reſolved in the Ne- 
Not Contents 59. gative. 
Diſentient 


1. Becauſe we conceive, That this Motion ought not 
to have been laid afide by the previous Queſtion, the 


Arguments urged in the Debate againſt our coming to 
this Reſolution at this time, being, in our Opinion, highly 


- inſufficient, fince we cannot apprehend what further 


Lights could be had with Relation to the ſeveral Propo- 


ſitions contained in the Queſtion, than thoſe we re- 
| ceiv'd in the Debate, authorized by the Uſage of almoſt 
all the Nations in Europe; nor were there any particu- 
lar Papers pointed out, as neceſſary for the Information 
ok the Houſe; and we thought this the propereſt time 
to come to this Reſolution, before any Steps were taken 
as to the Method of making the intended Augmentation. 


2. Becauſe it was proved in the Debate, and univer- 


fully admitted, that the Augmentation of our Land 


Forces,- by the raifing of new Corps, was by near One 
Third, a more expenſive manner of Augmenting, than 


by 
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by additional Men to Companies. A Conſideration 
which, in Our Opinion, ought to have the greateſt 
Weight at this Time, when the Nation is engaged in a 
new War, and till groaning under all the Burthen of 
the laſt, tho* after Thirty Years Peace. 


3. Becauſe conſidering that the Oeconomy of Aug- 


menting the Forces by Additional Men to Companies, 
was admitted, and the Utility of it not diſproved, we 
cannot help ſuſpeQing, that the Raiſing of new Corps 
at this Time, when the Election of a New Parliament 
draws ſo near, may be of a dangerous Tendency to the 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and relate more to Civil 
than Military Service, eſpecially ſince there are now no 
Officers to be found (the Officers now remaining upon 
half Pay, having been already judged by the Adminiſ- 
tration unfit forService) it is, in our Opinion, opening a 
Door to introduce a large Body of Commiſſion'd Penſi- 
oners. Theſe Suſpicions are ſtrengthen'd, by the Experi- 
ence we have had, That no Rank has been either above 
or below Miniſterial Reſentment, and the Severity of 
Parliamentary Diſcipline ; and we mult with Concern ob- 
ſerve, that the Honour of the Nation, and the Fate of this 
Important War, has been intruſted to Raw and New- 
levied Troops, in order, as we apprehend, to keep the 
Others at home, only for Civil Purpoſes. 


Weftmoreland, Oxfors, Briſtol, 
Northampton, Greenwich, Litchfield, 
Shaftibury, Bathurſt, Thanet, 
Suffolk, Cobbam, Berkſhire, 
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Die Mercurij, 28", Zan. I740. 


M to reſolve, That an humble Addreſs be 


preſented to his Majelty, that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give DireQions to the. proper Of- 
ficers, to lay before this Houſe, ſuch Repreſentations 
as have been made by Vice-Admiral Vernon, in any of 
his Letters to his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of 
State; or to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in 
relation to the Want of more Ships, or more Men, or 
any Intimations of Service he could have performed, if 
he had been ſupply'd with a few more Ships, and ſome 
Land Forces. : 

The ſame was Objected to, - 

And Debate thereupon, 
| The Queſtion was pur, 

Whether ſuch an Addreſs ſhall be preſented 

to his Majeſty? 


It was reſolved in the Negative. 


Contents 44: 
Not Cont. — 


Diſentient* 


Becauſe we conceive, that the Houſe entered into 


this Enquiry, with a View to form a proper Judgment 
on the Condu& of the War; and ſome ExtraQts of Let- 


ters, have been laid before us, but ſuch, as we appre- 


hend, do not even anſwer the Demand of the Houſe; 


much leſs the End of the Enquiry : Yet it appears plain- 
ly, from thoſe few Extracts, that Admiral Vernon has 


made frequent and grievous Complaints of the Inſuf- 
. ficiency of his Stores, and has repreſented them as fit 
only for a Spit head *. : We have therefore the 


_— - 
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ſtrongeſt Grounds, to be perſwaded, that in ſome of 
his Letters, he has made Demands of more Ships, and 


more Men, tho? nothing celating to thoſe Articles has 4 
been laid before us hitherto. Had he been ſent out with m 
a greater Force at firſt, or had freſh Succours of Ships ſt: 
and Men, with proper Stores, been ſent after him in BY” 
due time, we are firmly of Opinion, that he would BY. 
have gain'd ſuch further Advantages, as might long be- | Ce 
fore now have proved Deciſive. By the Dilatory Pro- Ce 
ceeding of the Adminiſttation, as it appears to us, the tic 
Scene is much changed; the Spaniſh Fleet has been ſuf- + (if 
fer'd to ſail out of their Ports, to carry Supplies of all tut 
kinds to their Garriſons; Opportunity, has been given 4 the 
them to repair their Fortifications in America; and, | us 
which is ſtill of more Conſequence, as we fear, to Wy i 
procure the Afﬀiſtance of another Power, who was not ee 
ready, if willing, at that time, to give us any Diſtar- the 
bance in thoſe Parts. q ; 
: pro 

Greenwich, Carliſie, Aylesford, | Re 
Berkſhire, Middleton, Buccleugb, mi 
Exeter, Mont joy, Cob ham, In 
Bat hurſt, r Beaufort, 2 the 
Shaftabury, Suffolk, Hereford, beit 
Manſell, Weſtmoreland, Denbigh, Sole 
Bridgwater, Gower, Abingdon, fuſe 
Foley, Haverſham, Litet field. N Ma 

| | | ſiſte 

Then it was propoſed to order, that a Secret Com- not 
mittee be appointed to enquire into the Conduct of the lou 


War, conſiſting of all the Lords of this Houſe, who the 
are of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy- Council. 
Which being ObjeQed to, 


After further Debate, 


The Queſtion was put upon the ſecond Propoſition, 


And it was reſolved in the Negative. 


Not Cont. 0, Þ 


Diſſentient 


PTY 


( 23) 
Diſſentient' ' 


1. Becauſe the Neceffity of Secreey, and the Danger 
of conimunicating Matters of Importance, to ſo nu- 
merous an Aſſembly of this Houſe, having been con- 
ſtantly urged as the only Arguments, for refuling the 
Lights abſolutely neceſſaty for carrying on, with any 
Hopes of Succeſs, an Enquiry into the Unaccountable 
Conduct of the War, we thought the propoſing of this 
Committee would fully have obviated thoſe Objec- 
tions, by confining the — 4 of thoſe Secrets, 
(if any ſuch there be amongſt thoſe who by the Conki- 
tation are ſupported and appointed to be informed of 
them) and the Negative put upon this Motion, gives 
us but too juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that the molt material 
Tranſactions, with relation to this War, have been con- 
cealed from thoſe who, by their Situations, ought, in 


the very fitſt Inſtance, to have been conſulted. 


2. Becauſe the ſo often urged Argument of Secrecy 
proves too much; and may as often without, as with 
Reaſon, be uſed in Bar of all Enquiries, that any Ad- 
miniſtration, conſcious either of their Gaile, or their 
Ignorance, may deſire to deteat. It may not only prove 
the Security, but the Cauſe of a Sole Miniſter, Secrecy 
being undoubtedly belt obſerved by One; and ſuch a 
Sole Miniſter may, by the ſame Reaſoning, as well re- 
fuſe the Communication of Meaſures to the reſt of bis 


 - Majeſty's Council, and thereby engroſs a Power incon- 


| ſiſtent with, and fatal to this Conſtitution ; and we can- 


not help obſerving, that ſuch a timorous and a ſcrupn- 
lous Secrecy, is much oftener the Refuge of Guilt, than 
the Keſort of Innocence. 


Signed by the ſame Lords as before. 
Die Martis, 3 Feb. 1740. 


Fr: Order of the Day being read, for taking into 


Conſideration the ſeveral Eſtimates of the Charge 


of the Guards, Garriſons, and other Land Forces, the 
Charge of His Majeſty's Forces in the Plantations, 
Minorca, and Gibraltar, and the Charge of Seven Regi— 
] 2 | ments 
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ments of Foot, and Four Regiments of Marines, to be 
raiſed for the Year 1741, laid before this Houſe, the 
19th of January lalt. os 

It was moved to reſolye, that an humble Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, humbly repreſenting to him, 
that this Houſe cannot conceive the-intended Augmen- 
tation of Land Forces, to be neceſſary either from the 
preſent Situation of Affairs in Europe, or from any Lights 
they have received; ſuch as have always been thought 
neceſſary by our Anceſtors, to juſtify the laying any ex- 
traordinary Burthens on the Subjedts: And moſt hum- 
bly to beſeech his Majeſty, that if he ſhould however think 
ſo great an Augmentation abſolutely neceſſary, he will, 
at leaſt, be graciouſly pleaſed, as well for the preſent, 
as for the future Eaſe of his Subjects, to order it to be 
made in the moſt frugal Manner, by ſuch an Addition 
of private Men to the preſent Regiments, as His Ma- 
jeſty, from His own Wiſdom and Knowledge in the 
Practice of moſt other Countries, may judge to be molt 
proper for Military Service, and leaſt dangerous to this 
Conſtitution. 


Which being objeQed to, after a long Debate thereon, 
The Queſtion was put, 


Whether ſich an Addreſs ſhall be preſented to his 
Majeſty, 


It was reſolved in the Negative. 


Contents . 
Not Cont. 8). 


Diſſemiem . | 
1. Becauſe we conceive, that nothing leſs than an 
| abſolute and evident Neceſſity ſhou'd prevail with us, 
to conſent to any Augmentation of our Land Forces, 
which in our Opmions are, at preſent, fully ſufficient 
for any good Purpoſes, either abroad, or at home; be- 
ing very near equal to the higheſt Eſtabliſhment, during 
the whole Courſe of the laſt General War; the Natio- 
| OE nal 
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C3 
1 To0ps now ſubſiſting (excluſive of thoſe in Ireland) 
_ A 51515 Effeclibe Men: Whereas our greateſt 
Number of National Troops, in the laſt War, was but 


67000 Men, including the Non-EffeQives ; which, te- 
duced to the Foot of our preſent Eſtabliſhment, makes 


but 65000 Effective Men; and the preſent intended Aug. 


mentation of 10325 Men, is ſuch an exceeding Thing, 
as can only be authoriz'd by the like publick Dangers; 
which Dangers not appearing to us, either from the De- 
bate, or from any Information we have obtained, we 
are unwilling to truſt more Force in the Hand of an Ad- 
miniſtration, which (as far as we are able to recollect) 
have not hitherto employ'd any they have been intruſted 
with, to the Honour and Advantage of the Nation. Ex- 
traordinary Truſt and Confidence ought, as we appre- 
hend, to be only placed in ſuch, who, by the Experi- 
ence of their paſt Conduct, have juſtly eſtabliſhed their 


Credit, and entitled themſelves to be ſo truſted, But 


when we look back npon the ſeveral Augmentations 
within theſe laſt Twenty Years, demanded and granted 
upon Cauſes more ſtrongly aſſerted, than clearly proved, 


but viſibly without. any good End ever attained; and 


particularly when we reflect. that by a moſt unccounta- 


dle FluQuation and Contrariety of Meaſures, a very 


great Augmentation was made in the Year 1727, to act 
in Conjunction with France, againſt the Houſe of Au- 
Aria, for whoſe Defence the preſent Augmentation is 
ſaid to be*principally intended: We thought it our 
Duty to endeavour to prevent any unneceſſary Increaſe 
of our Land Forces, not being influenced either by the - 
pretended Apprehenſions, or real Fears of an Admini- 
ſtration, the Boldeſt in Domeſtick, but, as we apprehend, 
the Moſt Puſullanimous in Foreign Tranſactiont. 

2. Becauſe we conceive, that Dangers alledged from 
DifaffeQion at Home, are, in a great Meaſure, ground- 


leſs; no Symptoms of ſuch Diſaffection having appear'd 


for many Years, and the Principles upon which it was 
formerly grounded, being almoſt univerſally worn out 
and exploded. And we think it highly neceſſary to di- 
ſtinguiſh berween DiſaffeQion ariſing only from the Con- 
duc of the Adminiſtration and DiſaffeQion to his Ma- 
Jeily and his Royal Family, tho” ſome may deſire to blend 


them. 
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them. For had the preſent General DiſſatisfaQion at 
the inglorious, tho* burthenſome Meaſures, of the Admi- 
niſtration, been, in Truth, Diſaffection to his Majeſty, 
as hath been often falſely ſuggeſted by thoſe who deſire 
to confound his Cauſe with their own, twice the Num- 
ber of Troops now propoſed would not be ſufficient to 
ſecure the Peace of the Kingdom; but, on the contrary, 
we are perſuaded, that the Duty and Loyalty of the Na- 
tion to his Majeſty and His Royal Family, and their 

Hopes from his Virtues, have check'd and kept the Diſ- 
ſatisfaction againſt the Adminiſtration within the due 
Bounds of Concern and Lamentation. 

3. Becauſe, conſidering the Advantage of our Situa- 
tion, as an Iſland, and our Superiority at Sea, it is impoſ- 
ſible for us to think ourſelves in any Danger of an In- 
vaſion from Spain, even if thoſe Fleets were now in their 
Ports, which we ſuffer'd them to ſend to America: 
Nor can we conceive, that about 28,000 effective Men, 
now actually in this Kingdom, with all the Advantages 
of Harſe and Artillery, is not ſufficientto ſecure us from 
any Body of Foot, that any other Power could poſſibly 
Land on our Coaſts by Surprize. And, as for any great 
Embarkation, it can neither be made on a ſudden, nor in 
Secret ; we muſt have timely Notice to provide Superior 
Fleets, (which, in ſuch a Caſe, we preſume, would be 
allow'd to act) to ſtrengthen our own Corps, and render 
ſuch an Attempt wholly impraQicable: In which Opi- 
nion we are more confirmed, becauſe, that in the moſt 
Glorious Year of the laſt War, when the Duke of Marl- 
buroxgh and his Army were in the Middle of Germany, 
out of the Reach of giving us any Aſſiſtance at Home, 
it was not thought neceſſary by the wiſe Adminiſtration of 
that Time, to keep above gooo Men in this Iſland, for 
our Defence againſt France, then irritated by our Suc- 
cefles; and ſurely, three times that Number muſt be now 
abundantly ſufficient, unleſs more are wanted for Purpo- 
ſes not thought of by former Adminiſtrations, not yet 
openly avow'd by this. | 

4. Becauſe, whatever Demands may be made upon 
us by our Allies on the Continent, we conceive may 
be anſwered by the Foreign Troops now in our Pay; 
and ſhould any further Aſſiſtance to them be neceſſary, 

| it 
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it will not only be cheaper and ſafer to us, but more 
- advantageous and agreeable to thoſe Powers themſelves, 
that we ſhould furniſh our Quota's in Money, with 
which they may raiſe a greater Number of Men than we 
are oblig'd to ſupply. | 
F. Becauſe it has been undeniably proved, that this 
Method of Augmentation by new Corps is, by One 
Third more expenſive than that of adding private Men 
to Companies; the Expence of raiſing thoſe 5505 Men 
amounting to 116322/. 14s. 2d. whereas 5780 raiſed 
by additional Men to Companies, with a Second Lieu- 
' tenant to each Company, would have amounted to but 
| 869921. 155. which would be not only apreſent Saving 
of 293290. but a future Saving of 10134, per Aunum 
upon the Half Pay of the Officers of thoſe Seven Re- 
giments, the few Officers taken out of the Half Pay on- 
ly excepted. And we think, that, at a Time when the 
: Publick Expence is ſo very conſiderable , the ſtricteſt 
OEconom is requiſite, the better to enable a burtben' d 
and izdebted Nation to continue thoſe Expences that 
may be more neceſlary to be borne, than eaſy to be ſup- 
ply'd. And, as to the Advantage of the Service, the 
FaQs plainly proved in the Debate, together with the 
PraQice of moſt other Nations in Exzrope, and, in par- 
ticular, of his Majeſty's Electoral Dominions, convince 
us, that if this Augmentation was made by additional 
Men to Companies, with a proper lacreaſe of Serjeants 
and Corporals, the Military Service, at leaſt, for which 
alone it ought to be intended, would be better carried 
on than by the Methods now purſued. 
6. Becauſe Arguments drawn from the Uſage of 
France, we conceive, do not hold with relation to us, it 
being well known, that the Expence of 1 50000 French 
Troops do not amount to more than 30000 Egli/h ; 
— their. Government, tho' once Limited, is now Ab- 
olate and Military. That the Poverty of their nu- 
merous Nobility forces moſt of them into the Army, 
where the Court is glad to engage and keep them in De- 
pendence; and that no Danger can ariſe to that Conſtitu- 
tion from the Civil Influence, which may attend ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhment, their Parliament being only nominated 


dy the Crown, and long ſince reduc'd by Minifterial 
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Arts, from their Original Power and Dignity, to be no 


_ more than Courts of Juſtice and Revenue. 


7. Becauſe we apprehend, that this Method of Aug- 
mentation by new Corps may be attended with Conſe- 
quences fatal, in Time, to our Conſtitution, by increa- 
ſing the Number of Commiſſions, which may be diſpo- 
ſed of with regard to Parliamentary Influence only; and 
when we look back upon the Conduct of the Admini- 
ſtration, in relation to Military Affairs, we have but too 
much Reaſon to ſuſpe&, that Parliamentary Conſidera- 
tions have, of late, been the principal Cauſes of Favour 
and D:jgrace. We have lately too ſeen new-rais'd, raw; 
and undiſciplin'd Regiments ſent abroad upon the moſt 
important Services, and others, ſeemingly much fitter 
for thoſe Services, peaceably encamp'd at Home, for no 
other Reaſon, as is generally ſuppos'd, than the different 
Situations of the reſpeQive Officers of the ſeveral Corps. 
But this, at leaſt, is certain, that, in all the new-rais'd 
Regiments ſent to America, there is but One Single Mem- 


ber of Parliament, which could hardly have been the Caſe 


of any equal Number of Regiments in the whole Ser. 
vice. And what further induces us to entertain theſe 
Suſpicions is, that this Method of Augmentation, by One 
Third the moſt expenſive, and by no means proved to 
be the moſt conducive to the Service, ſhould be pre- 
ferred at this Time, when an OEconomy, proportion'd 
to the Greatneſs of our Expences, ſeems particularly 
requiſite, ſince the War, by our InaQion hitherto, 
and the Advantages thereby given to the Enemy, may 
now probably be of long Duration, if not of doubt- 
ful Succeſs. Our Diſtruſt of the Motives of this Aug- 
mentation, which creates at once 370 Officers, which, 
by the Removals in the Army, may occaſion three times 


that Number of new Commiſſions, ought to be the 


greater, and our Care to prevent the ill EeffQs of it 
the more vigilant, ſo near the EleQion of a new Parlia- 
ment; aCriſis! when any Increaſe of Influence gain'd to 
a Miniſter, may give a decifive and incurable Wound 


to this Conſtitution ; and) we cannot forget, that an Aug- 


mentation of 8040 Men was likewiſe made the very 
Year of the Election of the preſent Parliament, by 
bringing over Eight Regiments from Ireland, * wy 
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19 
' ditional Men to Corps in Britain, which Time has fince 

B- _ſhewn were never intended for Foreign Service, tho” 
ſe- they were ſaid to be deſigned for the Preſervation of the 
ea- Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, which we then lay 
_ | under the ſame Engagements, both of Intereſt and Trea- 
nd ties, to defend. The Number of Officers in Parliament 
in! has gradually increaſed, and is now more conſiderable 
oo than ever; and tho' we think the Gentlemen of the Army 
ra as little liable to andue Influence, as any other Body of 
our Men, yet we think it would be very imprudent to truſt 
aw; the very Fundamentals of our Conſtitution, the Indepen- 
nolt dence of Parliaments, to the ancertain Effects of Mini- 
ter terial Favour or Reſentment. As it is well known, that 
NO the Four Eldeft Officers of the Army (the only Officers 
rent who have ſerved in any high Rank Abroad) are now diſ- 
r plac'd, without any Crime having ever been alledged 
ais'd againſt them; we have great Cauſe to dread, that an 
lem- rmy thus circumſtanced, and thus influenced, would, 
Caſe Jn each Capacity, be fatal to our Liberties, ſince Mini- 
Ser terial Art, in Parliaments, can alone deſtroy — — 
theſe pf our Conſtitution, and open Violence alone, the Forms 
One pf it. | 
ed to | 

e pre | Ward, Denbigh, Exeter, 

ion'd | Buccleugh, Weſtmoreland, Bridgwater, 
alarly | Greenwich, Carliſle, Briſtol, 
herto,  Shaftsbury, Cobham, - Berkſhire, 
may Foley | | Bathurſt, Thanet, 
joubt- Falmouth, Bruce, Mafham, 
 Aug- Bedford, Gozoer, Haverſham, 
which, | Hereford, Macclesfield, Halifax, 
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Die Veneris 139 Feb. 1740. 
HE Houſe being Moved, That an Humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, Moſt humbly to 
adviſe and beſeech his Majeſty, That he will be moſt 
Graciouſly pleas'd to remove the Rt. Honourable Sir Robert 
Walpole, Knight of the Moſt Noble Order of the Garter, 


_ Firſt Commiſſioner of his Majeſty's Treaſury, and Chancel- 


lor of the Exchequer, and one of his Majeſty's moſt Honour- 
able Privy-Council, from his Majeſty's Preſence and Coun- 
dil for ever. | 


After long Debate in relation thereunto, 
The Queſtion was put upon the ſaid Motion, 
And it was reſolved in the Negative. 


Content 47 
Proxies 12 59 


Not Content 89 __. 
Proxies 10 boo 
: Difentient* | 

1. Becauſe we are perſuaded, a Sole, or even a Firſt Mi- 
niſter, is an Officer unknown to the Laws of Britain, in- 
_ conſiſtent with the Conſtitution of this Country, and de- 
ſtructive of Liberty in any Government whatſpever; and it 
- plainly appearing to us, that Sir Robert Walpole has, for many 

Years acted as ſuch, by taking upon himſelf the Chief, if 
not the So/e Direction of Affairs, in the different Branches 


of the Adminiſtration, we could not but eſteem it to be our 


indiſpenſible Duty, to offer our moſt humble. Advice to his 
; Majeſty, for the Removal of a Miniſter ſo dangerous to the 
King and the Kingdoms. | 
2. Becauſe we think it appear'd in the Debate, that, in 
many Inſtances, of infinite Conſequence to the Intereſt of the 
Publick, he has groſsly abus'd the Exorbitart Power which 
he Illegally poſſeſs'd himſelf of, particularly in the Manage- 
ment of the Publick Treaſure. And this, we conceive, muſt 
Plainly appear to every impartial Perſon who recollects, that, 
for theſe 20 Years paſt, this Kingdom has paid the largeſt 
Taxes that ever were impos'd upon it in Time of Peace; and 
= that the Publick Debts remain much as they ſtood at the 
Time when this Gentleman firſt enter'd upon the Manage- 
© E ment 
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ment of the Treaſury ; and that the Civil Lift, alſo the largeſt 
that was ever granted to the Crown, is, as we have t 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, confideggbly in Debt at this 
time. | 

3- Becauſe we conceive it was plainly proved in former 
Debates, that the Army, ſo greatly expenſive to the King- 
dom, and which alſo was granted by Parliament for the De- 
tence of it, had been manag'd, both as to Rewards and Pu- 
aiſoments, in ſuch manner as to make it of no Military Uſe, 
but, on the contrary, to render it ſubſervient, as we appre- 
hend, to the very worſt of Purpoſes, the Influencing Electi- 
ons Without Doors, and Votes Within. _ 

4. Becauſe we are perſuaded, that the vaſt Sums of Money, 
granted on different Heads for Sea-Service, cannot poſlibly 
have been faithfully applied; there having been as much 
Money granted by Parliament in the laſt Six or Seven Years, 
upon the ſeveral Heads appliable to the repairing and rebuild- 
ing our Ships, as would have been ſufficient to rebuild the 
whole Fleet of Britain from the Keels of the Ships, and have 
put them thoroughly equipp'd to Sea: And yet it is moſt 
notoriouſly true, that, ſince this War begun, a very great 
Number of Ship? have appear'd to be in the worſt Condition 
for Sea-Service that ever were known*in the Memory of 
Man, and many of them ſcarcely fit for Spithead Expeditions ; 
Ships having failed out of the River, deſtin'd, as was pre- 

tended, == Yrs Service, that havewith Difficulty been 
able to ſwim into the Docks of Portſmouth or Plymouth for 
further Repairs. | 

5. Becauſe we apprehend that, by the Conduct of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, in relation to Foreign Affairs, during the 
Courſe of his Adminiſtration, the Balance of Power in Eu- 
rope has Been deſtroy'd, the Houſe of Bourbon heb been ag- 
grandiz i in many Inſtances, particularly by the Addition of 
Lorrain. The Houſe of Auſtria has been depreſs'd by the 
Loſs of part of the Duchy of Milan, and the whole Kingdom 


of Naples and Sicily: And if ſuch a Change in the Syſtem / 1 | 


of Europe, occaſion'd by the MiſconduQt of any Miniſter 


whatſoever, would be Criminal, we cannot think it the /eſs q 
ſ in One who join'd in the Proſecution of uk Authors of the 
fe 


Peace of Utrecht, upon the patticular Charge of having re- 


duced the Houſe of 4u/ria too low, and the. Houſe of 


Bourbon too powerful. 
6. Becauſe it is a Fact not to be contradicted, that the 


Spaniards were permitted quietly to poſſeſs themſelves of the 1 


Land belonging to our Important Fortreſs of Gibraltar, 
which this Kingdom was in Poſſeſſion of, by Virtue — the 
| „ 7wn_ 
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[ 33 ] | 
Treaty of Utrecht, till the laſt Siege of that Place, by which 
Permiſhon Fortifications* were erected, and Batteries rais'd 
upon the ſame Ground by the Spaniards, whereby the Uſe 
of the advantageous Bay of Gibraltar is loſt to England, and 
our Ships ever fince forced to Anchor both inconveniently 
and dangerouſly under the Walls of the Town ; and what na- 
turally raiſes the ſtrongeſt Suſpicions in us, of thoſe unwar- 
rantable Proceedings, is, that a Britiſh Admiral, ſoon after 
was at Cadiz with a powerful Squadron of Ships of the 
Line, at the time the Spaniards thus unjuſtly broke their 
Treaty, and that Admiral quietly and uudiſturbedly left them 
in Poſſeffion of that Ground, and convoyed their Troops to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Dominions of Tuſcany. 

7. Becauſe the Papers upon our Table, deliver'd by the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, do plainly prove, that Sir 
Robert Walpole, publickly conniving for many Years at the 
Trade carried on with this Nation from the Port of Denkirk, 
has given up the 97% Article of the Freaty of Utrecht, which 
we cannot but look upon as the higheſt Miſdemeanour, and 
the greateſt Crime in him; That no Man whatſoever-de- 
clared himfelf with more paſſionate Zeal, than he did, againſt 
the Authors of the Treaty of Utrecht, for having favour'd - 
France in moſt of the Articles of that Treaty; in Conſequence 
of which Behaviour, it became peculiarly his Duty to pre- 


1 ſerve inviolably thoſe Articles in it which were inconteſtably 


Stipulated for the Intereſt of this Crown and Nation. 


Bridgewater, Manſel, Carliſle, 
Weſtmoreland, Cobham, Batharſt, 
Macclesfield, Clinton, Exeter. 
Litchfield, Denbigh,  Haverſham, 
Halifax, Falmouth, Abingdon, 
R. Litch. and Coven. R. Lincoln, St. Jobn de Blitſce, 
Talbot, Berkſhire, Ward, 
Buceleugh, Aytesfard, Greenwich. 

Bruce, | Beaufort, | 


Then it was moved to reſolve, That an Attempt toinflict. 


any kind of Puniſhment on any Perſon, without allowing 


him an Opportunity to make his Defence, or without Proof 


of any Crime or Miſdemeanour committed by him; is con- 


trary to natural Juſtice, the Fundamental Laws of this Realm, 
and the ancient eſtabliſh'd Uſage of Parliament, and is a high 
Infringement of the Liberties of the Subject. 


And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, after Debate, 
The previous Queſtion was put, 


| Whether that Queſtion ſhall be now put? 1 
L 2 . 


[34] 
It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Content 81 
Not Content 54 
Diſentient? 
Becauſe we think this Queſtion ought not to have been 
put at this time, tho? the Propoſition contain'd in it is un- 


doubtedly true in itſelf; yet we apprehend it to be no ways 
applicable to the Point which had been ſo long Debated 


the ſame Day. For we conceive, the publick Utility may ti 
render it neceſſary, that a Perſon ſhould be removed from p 
an Office, and yet that Removal cannot be deem'd as a Puniſh } o 
ment; for Inſtance, in the Caſe of Incapacity. Surely then, 8 
wilful Neglefts, Breach of Duty, and evident Malverſatiin * © 
in an Office, may juſtly require this great Council of State at 
to preſent an humble Addreſs to his Majeſty, for the Re- | 
moval of any Perſon guilty of ſuch Crimes, in order to pre- pe 
vent publick Detriment. And we cannot apprehend, that J E. 
the Motion which occaſion'd the former Debate was by any u 
means void of Proof, fince the Treaties and Papers referr d or 
to, were as Records in the Poſſeſſion of the Houſe, and the to 
Notoriety of the many Facts alledg'd, were, in our Opinion, af 
equal to a Cloud of Witneſſes, For theſe Reaſons, altho* JJ E 
we agree to the Matter contain'd in the Queſtion, and, at- 7 w 
ing in our Judicial Capacity, wou'd never err from the m 
Rules laid down in it, yet we cannot but wiſh the Queſtion JF th 
had been laid aſide, leſt a Wicked Miniſſer hereafter ſhould lu 
think himſelf ſecure in his Office, if he cannot be brought ex 
perſonally to anſwer at the Bar of this Houſe, and Witneſſes pr 
Viva Voce cannot be produc'd. N 3 A 
Sign'd by the Lords as before. ö I 

| Theſe have ſign'd ſince. lie 
: | + 3 plc 
Sandwich, Bedford, C befterfield, Gower, Hereford, Briſtol, * jp 
: of 
Die Jovis 269 Feb. 1740. 3 ef 

HE Order of the Day being read for the Second Pr. 

Reading of the Bill entituled “ An Act for the 10 
better ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments by tro 

« limiting the Number of Officers in the Houſe of Com- ma 
* mons. | | — 5 7 
The ſaid Bill was read a Second Time,” # 

And it being moved to commit the Bill, nec 

The ſame was objected to. iuf 


- After 


[ 35 ] 
After Debate, 

The Queſtion was put, | 
Whether the ſaid Bill ſhall be Committed? 
It was reſolved in the Negative, 
Content 44 
Not Content 63 


* Diffentient 55 
1. Becauſe we conceive, that our Conſtitu- or- | 
tion itſelf points out this Bill, as one of its Shaftsbury, 
principal Securities, a due Poize and Independency Stanhope, 
of the three ſeveral Conſtituent Parts of the Hen. 
Supreme Legiſlative Power, being required by the Spirit of 
our Conſtitution, and abſolutely neceſſary to its Exiſtence. If 
any one of theſe becomes dependent on the other, the Con- 
ſtitution is dangerouſly altered; but if any two become de- 
pendent on the third, it is totally ſubverted, and the Wiſeſt 
Eſtabliſhment that ever was formed of a Free Government, 
ſhrinks and degenerates into a Monarchical and Ariſtocratical, 
or Demacratical Faction. We therefore think we cannot be 
too careful in providing againſt whatever may, at any time, 
affect this juſt Poize, and neceſſary Independency of the three 
Eſtates. And this Caution ſeems the more requiſite, now, 
when, from the inevitable Variation of Things, Employ- 
ments are become exceedingly numerous, and are yet fur- 
ther artfully ſplit, divided, ſubdivided and increaſed in Va- 
lue, in order to add both Extent and Weight to their Influ- 
ence, Two Hundred Employments are diſtributed in the 
preſent Houſe of Commons; a dangerous Circumſtance! 
And which, if it could have been foretold to our Anceſtors, 
even in the latter End of the laſt Century, the Prediction 
would have been rejected by them as Chimerical, or, if be- 
lieved, lamented as Fita; and ſhould the Number of Em- 
ployments continue to increaſe in the ſame Proportion, even 
We may live to ſee, for want of this Bill, a Conſtant Majority 
of Placemen meeting under the Name of a Parliament, to 
eſtabliſh Grievances inſtead of redreſſing them; to ap- 
prove implicitly the Meaſures of a Court without Informa- 
tion; to ſupport and /creen the Miniſters they ought to con- 
troul or puniſh, and to grant Money without Account, or it 
may be, without Bounds, In which Caſe, the remaining 
Forms of our Conſtitution would, by creating a fatal De- 
luſion, become our greateſt Grievance 
2 Tho! we don't abſolutely aſſert, That Employments 


2 neceſlarily aut. yet we cannot ſuppoſe, that they never ill, 
2 influcace the Votes and Conduct of the Gentlemen of the 


Houſe 


. 
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Houſe of Commons ; for ſuch a Suppoſition would be equal- 
ly concluſive again all the Acts of Parliament now in Force, 
limiting the Number of Officers of any kind in that Houle ; 
and, in a Caſe of ſuch Importance, we think it would be the 
. higheſt Imprudence, to truſt the very Being of our Conſti- 
tution to bare Poſſibilities; eſpecially if an Experience 
(which we rather chuſe to hint at, than enlarge upon) 
ſhould give us juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that former Parlia 
ments have felt the Effect of this baneful Influence, almoſt 
all the Perſons in Employments having Voted invariably on 
the ſame Side of the Queſtion, often againſt the known and 
ſignified Senſe of their Conſtituents, and ſometimes perhaps 
even contrary to their own private Declarations ; and no 
ſooner did they preſume to deviate from the Miniſterial 
Pack, than they were diveſted of thoſe Employments that 
fail'd of their intended Influence. But, admitting that the 
preſent Heuſe of Commons has kept it ſelf Me Untaintedly 
Pare from ſuch Po/lution; yet we think it neceſſary, not to 
expoſe future Parliaments to ſuch a Trial, nor the Conſtitu- 
tion to the Uncertainty of the Deciſion, 

3. Becauſe, tho' it ſhould be granted, that this Bill would 
have reſtrained in ſome Degree the Liberty of the Electors, 
that Q5jeftion has no Weight upon this Occaſion, every 
Law being, in ſome Degree, a Reſtraint upon the Natural 
Liberty of Man, but yet juſtly enacted, wherever the Good 
of the Whole (which ſhould be the Object of every Law) 


is promoted thereby; and we apprehend, that this Reſtraint - 


is of ſuch a Nature, that thoſe on/y will be uneaſy under it, 
who intended to abuſe the Liberty. The Votes of the 
Electors of Great Britain, if unbiaſſed, would rarely con- 
cur in the Choice of Perſons avowed Creatures of a Mini- 
fer, known Dependents on a Court, and atterly unknown to 
thoſe who Ele& them. But if, in an Age, when Luxury 
invites Corruption, and Corruption feeds Luxury, there is 
too much Reaſon to fear, that the People may be prevailed 


our. Conſtitutian, by ſetling the Crown upon the preſent - 


Royal Family, it was enacted, That no Perſon whatſoever 
in Employment ſhould be capable of being choſen a Mem. 
ber 
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ber of the Houſe of Commons. ' Such was then the Spirit 
of Liberty, that even this Total Excluſion could not be re- 
fuſed, nor could the Repeal of it afterwards be obtained, 
without enacting a Limitation of the Number of P/acemen 
allow'd to fit in the Houſe of Commons, and a New Electi- 
on of every Perſon who, whilſt he was a Member of that 
Houſe, ſhould accept of any Emploment under the Crown; 
as likewiſe, a Total (we with we could ſay an Effectual) 
Excluſion of all Perſons holding Employments erected fince 
the Paſſing of that Act; and there is no Reaſon to doubt, but 
that the ſame Spirit of Precaution would, upon the ſame 
Conſtitutional Principles, have been carried much farther 
at that Time, could it then have been foreſeen or imagined, 
that the Excluſion of ſome Civil Officers would have 
been rendered uſeleſs, by the Introduction of ſo many Mi- 
litary ones; and ſo many Perſons in Employments, infinitely 
inferior, both in Rank and Profit, to thoſe excluded by theſe 
ſeveral Acts, could ever have been, by any Means, elec- 
ted into Parliament: And indeed it ſeems to us highly in- 
congruous, that Inferior Clerks, and Attendants of Offices, 
who have not Seats in the Preſence of their Ma/ers, ſhould 
be admitted to have Seats in the Legiſlature, and there be- 
come the Check and Controu! of their Maſters themſelves. 

4. Becauſe we do not apprehend, that the Freedom of Par- 
liament is now in the leaſt ſecured by the Obligation laid 
upon all Members of the Houſe of Commons, who accept 
any Employment under the Crown of being re- elected, Ex- 
perience having ſhewn us, that this ſeeming Security is for 
the moſt Part become jineffectual, there being very few In- 
ſtances of Perſons failing in ſuch Re- elections, tho' utter 
Strangers to their Electors; and it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
that when the Means of Corrupting are greater, the Suc- 
ceſs of a Candidate recommending himſelf, by Corruption 
only, will not be 7%. | . 

5. Becauſe we obſerve with Concern, that a Bill of this 
Nature has been already thrice rejected by this very Houſe 
of Commons, and not been allowed to, be Committed, ſo as 
to have it known how far it was propos'd to extend, which 
in our Opinions implied a firm Reſolution not to admit of 
any further Excluſion of Employments whatſoever : Whereas, 
in this laſt Seſſion of this Parliament, this Bill was ſent up to 
us, after having paſſed through all the Forms of the other 
Houſe without the leaſt Oppoſition. This we conceive can 
only proceed either from their Conviction at laſt of the Ne- 
ceſlity of ſuch a Bill, of which they are ſurely the propereſt 


Judges, 
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Jadges, or in Compliance with the almoſt univerſal Inftrue- || += 
tions of their Conſtituents, whoſe Voice we think ought to 
have ſome Weight even here; or laſtly, to delude their Con- 
ſtituents themſelves, by tacitly conſenting to what they were 
either told, or hoped this Houſe would refuſe. And in this 
Caſe we apprehend, That a Confidence ſo Injurious and 
Diſhonourabſe, ought to have been diſappointed from a juſt 
Senſe of the Contempt thereby ſhewan of the Credit, Weight, 
and Dignity of this Houſe. Eb 
6. Becauſe we think it particularly ſeaſonable, ſo near the 
End of this Parliament, to provide for the Freedom and In- 
dependency of the next; and as we conſider this Opportu- 
nity as the only one we are likely to have, of ſome Years at 
leaſt, to do it, it is with the greater Concern that we ſee this 
Bill thus laid aſide, rather by a Diviſſon than a Debate, and 
by Numbers rather than Arguments. But however unſuc- 
ceſsful our Endeavours have been for the future Security of 
this Couſtitution ; however unavailing our Deſire of enquir- 
ing into paſt and preſent Tranſactions; however fruitleſs our 
Attempts to prevent future Miſmanagements, by a Cenſure 
of the paſt, and the Removal of the Author of them: We 
have at leaſt this Comfort of tranſmitting our Names to Po- 
ſterity, as diſſenting from thoſe Meaſures of which the pre- 
ſent Age ſufficiently teſtifies its Diſlike, and of which the 
next may too probably feel the fatal Conſequences. . - 
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Abingdon, Warrington, Manſell, 
Bridgwater, Bruce, | Cobham, 
Haverſham, Richd. Lich. and Cov. Cheſterfield, 
Macclesfield, Car/-/le, ' Maſpan, 
Greenwich, Talbot, Halifax, 
Hereford, r Denbigh, 
Aylesford, 


For all the above Reaſons except the laſt. Foley. 


Die Lune 9 Martij 1740. 


N the third time of reading the Mutiny Bill, 
The Queſtion was put for paſſing the ſame; 
| It was reſolv'd in the Affirmative. 
Diffentient” | | . 
Becauſe it does not appear to us, That the Forces which 
are now kept up within this Realm are to be employ'd to annoy 
our Enemies Abroad; and we are ſatisfied, the Affections of 
the People to his Majeſty and the Proteſtant Succeſſion are 
ſuch, that there can be no Oceaſion for them to keep this Na- 
tion in Awe. | | 
'_ Abingdon, Warrington, Carlifle, Litchfield, Aylesford. 
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